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Give It a Try in 2010!  

A  new session of ñThank God Itôs Wednesdayò gets underway on January 6. TGIW is a 
time of food, fellowship and learning. We gather for a meal from 6:00 to 6:45 pm, then itôs off 
to the study of your choice. If you canôt make it for dinner, donôt let that stop you from taking 
a class. Childcare is available for all our Wednesday night programs. Sign up sheets for all 
classes are in the lobby or contact Carol Quinn (carol-quinn@comcast.net). Call the church 

office (359-1345) with any questions. Read on to see whatôs coming up in the new year: 
 

Invitation to the New Testament Using Matthew's Gospel as a starting point, this 8 week 

study, facilitated by Chuck Towner, explores how the new Testament writers and the early 
Christian community wrestled with the coming of Jesus - his life, actions, mission, death, and 
resurrection - and the implications of his arrival for their lives and their communities of faith. 
Book cost is $10. Will meet from 7:00-9:00 pm, beginning January 6. 
 

Ready to Make New Year Resolutions? We would like to try a Weight Watchers 

program during TGIW. It would run from 7:00 to 8:00 pm, and be open to new members as 
well as those already attending Weight Watchers meetings. An information meeting will be 
held early in January. Approximate cost for this 12 week series would be $144 ($12 per 
meeting). However, prior to that meeting we are doing a survey as to how many people would 

be interested in participating. We need a minimum of 15 people to start. 
  

I Love You More! This is a 6 week study for couples, starting January 6. 

Read more about it in the FUMC Marriage Ministry article on page 5.  
 

State of the Current Economy Concerned about the current economy? 

Come to a one night presentation on January 20, at 7:00 pm, to learn some 
things that will help. Weôll discuss current economic trends and what signals 
they are telling us about the future. Weôll also talk about ways to help 
navigate through the current environment and be better prepared for the 
future. The presenter is Doug Towsey, a Senior Financial Advisor, who 
brings more than 18 years of business and investment experience as a 
corporate executive, Professor of Finance (De Paul University) and financial 
advisor.  
 

Three Months with Sin is a study on the Seven Deadly Sins. Facilitated 

by Carol Egan and John Schmelzel, the class will meet from 7:00 - 9:00 pm, 
beginning February 3. Sign up by January 10 so books can be ordered. Book 
cost will be around $20. 
 

The Gospel of John This is a 5 week study of the Gospel of John, 

facilitated by Rev. Michael Morris, from 7-8:30 pm, beginning February 10. 
A detailed article about this class is on the next page.    

mailto:carol-quinn@comcast.net


Christmas Eve Worship Thursday, December 24 
 

Ï Family Service at 5:00 pm 
     with His Kids Choir musical comedy, ñWhatôs My Gift?ò  
 

Ï Lessons and Carols Service at 7:00 pm 
     with Candle Lighting 
 

Ï Communion Service at 11:00 pm 
     with Candle Lighting and the Chancel Choir 
 

Invite Family é Friends é Neighbors é to share in our joy! 

I extend my grateful thanks 

to the dear members who 

gave me a comfortable 

handmade pillow after my 

lumpectomy surgery. 

Thanks also to the dear 

members who kept me well 

fed during my recovery. 

 

Bette Miller 

The Gospel of John  
 

R  ev. Michael Morris will be teaching a 5 week study  

of the Gospel of John on Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:30 

pm, beginning February 10. There is no book to buy but there 

will be Bible reading for each day of the week and some 

questions to help participants focus their thinking about the 

section being studied. Rev. Morris wants to hear everyoneôs 

thoughts about each section and together do some group 

explanation of the passages. There will be some lecture from Rev. Morris on a few selected 

topics in John. The topics are: God the Father in John, Miracles and Signs, The Importance of the 

Accession and how it ties the whole book together. It is his aim to have each person in the group 

understand (and know why) Jesus is the son of God and be able to articulate that understanding 

to anyone else. There will be no class on Ash Wednesday, February 17. 
 

The sessions will be divided up as follows: 
 

February 10: John 1:1-51 THE PRELUDE TO JESUSô MINISTRY. This section has two parts: a) 

hymn prologue (1:1-18) and b) Narrative prologue (1:19-51).  

John 2:1-5:47 JESUSô WORDS AND WORKS. These chapters contain miracles and discourses 

by Jesus that point to the authority of Jesusô ñwords and works.ò 
 

February 24: John 6:1-10:42, CONFLICT AND OPPOSITION GROW. This second cycle of the 

works of Jesus is similar to the first but we now see a greater urgency of the question - Will 

people receive the revelation of God in Jesus? 
 

March 3: John 11:1-12:50, THE PRELUDE TO JESUSô HOUR. This section is a bridge between 

Jesusô ministry and His death, 
 

March 10: John 13:1-17-26, THE FAREWELL MEAL AND THE WORDS OF JESUS. From this 

point on the focus is on the time of Jesusô death, resurrection and ascension.  This section 

provides the frame work for interpreting the rest of the Gospel. 

John 18:1-19:42, JESUSô ARREST, TRIAL AND DEATH. These chapters present us with the 

portrait of Jesus as the one who willingly lays down his life for those he loves. 
 

March 17: John 20:1-21:1-25, THE FIRST RESURRECTION APPEARANCES. The account of 

the Resurrection. THE APPEARANCE BY THE SEA OF TIBERIUS. The appearance by the sea 

points to the future life of the Christian community and lays out our mission as Christians 

and as a church. 
 

In Bible study there are some sections that are helpful to discuss to see what meaning you find in 
the passage and there are some that have to be explained a little so you can direct your thinking. 
The Gospel is a whole - not individual chapters (even though it is  read as chapters). Because it is 
a whole, Rev. Morris will go back over material thatôs been covered a few times to demonstrate 
how the letter has themes that are carried throughout the book. The book is not a concise outline 
of Jesusô life. Events from his life have been selected to make certain points. The Gospel of John 
shows who Jesus is by recalling the ñsigns and wondersò Jesus did in His life. John will show, by 
recalling Jesusô ñwonders and works,ò that Jesus is Godôs son.   
 

Sign up in the church lobby or contact Rev. Morris (michael-morris100@comcast.net).   



January 3rd  
Theme: Epiphany 
Bible: Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12            
Message: Merry Christmas! Gold, 
Frankincense & Myrrh? 
Main Point: What the gifts meant in the First 
century and the 21st century 
 

January 10th  
Theme: Stories of the Kingdom     
Bible: Malachi 3:1-4, Mark 1:1-8 
Message: The Announcement 
Main Thought:  Jesus announces the 
Kingdom of God by retelling the familiar 
story that embodied Israelôs hopes for 
redemption. Jesusô retelling of their story 
provided fresh answers and the method of 
how His was fulfilling Godôs promise. 
 

January 17th  
RENEWAL  OF BAPTISMAL  VOWS 
Theme: Stories of the Kingdom     
Bible: Isaiah 55:1-9, Matthew 11:25-30 
Message: Welcome, Challenge & Summons 
Main Point:  Those who will be part of the 
Kingdom are those who accept Jesus as Lord. 
Those invited are welcomed and challenged to 
live as Godôs people (new Israel). Some are 
summoned to journey with Jesus to the cross. 
 

January 24th  
Theme: Stories of the Kingdom     
Bible: Mark 13 
Message: Judgment & Vindication 
Main Point:  Jesus predicted destruction of 
the Temple and a restoration. The renewed 
Israel would be the people of God 
 

January 31st  
CHORAL  WORSHIP SUNDAY  

J  esus brought the Kingdom of God. He 
announced it, then embodied it, then 
inaugurated it by His life, death and 
resurrection. The early followers did not 
doubt the reality of Godôs victory over sin 
and death. They acted as if they were in a 
mopping up operation. They believed the 
Kingdom had come and they spent their time 
acting out that Kingdom in how they lived in 
the world. Their main reason for being was 
to announce the time had come when God 
would save the people. 

Momðs the Word!  
 

T  hat is this yearôs 

 theme for Hearts at  

Home. Hearts at Home  

is here to encourage,  

educate and equip moms in ALL  stages 

and ages of the motherhood journey. 

The National Hearts at Home 

Conference will be held at Illinois State 

University, Normal, IL March 12 or 13, 

8:30 am to 5:30 pm. Hearts at Home 

Conferences give you the opportunity to 

pause along the journey to refresh, 

refocus and renew yourself through an 

abundance of resources. Visit 
www.hearts-at-home.org to register and 

to check out all the resources that can 

help you in your role as mom. If you 

have questions, you can contact Karen 

Heins (991-7953). 

Please Note: the church 

office will be close at noon 

on December 24 and remain 

closed on Christmas Day. 

 

The office will close at noon 

December 28-31 and be 

closed on New Yearôs Day.   

 

Regular hours will resume on 

Monday, January 4, with the 

office open from 8:30 am to 

4:30 pm. 

T  he Missions Committee would 

like to inform people in our 

congregation of an opportunity to help 

people in need right in our own 

community. In November, the Palatine 

Presbyterian Church became a PADS 

site on Wednesday nights. More 

people are needed to prepare food, to 

staff the site while it is open, and to 

clean up on Thursday mornings. 

Volunteers are trained. The typical 

volunteer commitment is once a 

month. If you can help or would like to 

find out more, please contact Don Van 

Cleave (934-3679). 

http://www.hearts-at-home.org/



