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Sunday at 9:00 & 10:30 am 
 

Sunday School for All Ages  
at 9:00 am 

Hanging of the Greens  
 

On Tuesday, December 1, we will transform our sanctuary by 

hanging boughs, bows and twinkling lights. The ñHanging of the 

Greensò contributes to enlightening our place of worship as we 

anticipate the arrival of the ñLight of the World.ò Come to the 

sanctuary at 7:00 pm if you would like to help.  

COME  ONE , COME  ALL  ä 
to Bethlehem Marketplace  
 

Saturday, December 5, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm in Fellowship 

Hall, come experience Bethlehem as it was in Jesus' time. This family 

event features several crafts for children to make that are similar to 

items used in Biblical times. Follow the Three Wise Men on a 

pilgrimage to see the live Nativity at 11:00 am, 12:30 pm or 2:00 pm. 

Then, return to the marketplace for some fresh baked Bedouin bread, 

soup, dried fruits and homemade candies. Admission to the 

Marketplace is free, but bags of Roman ñcoinsò may be purchased at 

the door to use at the craft booths. A small bag is $6, a large bag is $9. 

Come for the first time or the tenth time. And bring your friends é  

thereôs plenty of room at our Inn! 
 

If you are volunteering at Bethlehem Marketplace be sure to read the 

article on page 3 of this newsletter. 

Procession of the Poinsettias  
 

Join the Parade ï the Poinsettia Procession! Order your poinsettias by 

December 6 for $8 each and then on Sunday, December 13 we will 

have our Procession of the Poinsettias during both worship services. If 

you prefer to have the Sanctuary Care/Worship Team place the plants 

for you, they will be happy to do so. An order form is on the next page 

or can be found in the worship bulletin through December 6. You may 

take your plants home with you following the 11:00 pm service on 

Christmas Eve.  

November 24, 2009  



Procession of the 
Poinsettias  
 

P  lease join us for this special worship service on 
Sunday, December 13 at 9:00 or 10:30 am. The 
significance of the poinsettia will be explained, and 
you will be invited to place your plant on the Altar. 
This experience will add meaning to our Advent 
worship. We ask that the plants remain in the 

Sanctuary until after the 11:00 pm service on Christmas Eve. Please leave the 
plastic trays when removing your plant. 
 

Place your poinsettia order by Sunday, December 6, and designate your 
preferred service. The Sanctuary Care/Worship Assistants Team will be happy to 
place your poinsettia.  
 

Each 6-inch Plant is $8.00  Â  Choice of Red or White Poinsettia 
 

 
Name_____________________________  Phone number______________ 

 

Number of Red ______      Number of White ______ 
 

Total Cost ____________ 
 

 

Attend:      9:00 am ________      10:30 am ________ 
 

 

Please place plant for me ________  
 

 

In Honor of __________________________________________________ 
 

In Thanks of _________________________________________________ 
 

In Memory of ________________________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to First United Methodist Church 

New Adult Sunday School Study  
 

B  eginning Sunday, December 6, at 9:00 am, the Higher Grounds (Current Issues) Adult 

Sunday School class will begin a 12-week video series, First Light: Jesus and  

the Kingdom of God, featuring John Dominic Crossan and Marcus Borg. Why did 

Jesus happen when he happened? Why the confluence of the Baptism movement 

of John and the Kingdom movement of Jesus? Why the tiny villages around the 

Lake? Why the confrontations in Jerusalem? Why then? Why there? Why were the titles 

of Caesar Augustus -- Divine, Son of God, God from God, Lord, Redeemer, Liberator, and 

Savior of the World -- taken from a Roman emperor on the Palatine hill and given to a Jewish 

peasant on the Palestine plain? Was it low lampoon or high treason? Either way, the Romans were 

not laughing. What were the priorities of Jesus' proclamation of the Kingdom? How was the status 

quo of Roman imperial theology subverted by this obscure Galilean whose message continues to 

indict empire today? First Light is a 12-session DVD and web-based study of the historical Jesus 

and the Kingdom of God with two of the world's leading Jesus scholars on location throughout 

Galilee and Jerusalem. Join us in the 2nd floor Wesley Center classroom for coffee, discussion and 

fellowship! Contact Rick & Linda Craft (705-6308) with any questions. 



December 6th  
Theme: Christmas Fiction 

Bible: Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-12            

Message: The Fiction of Position é The 

Righteous One! 
 

December 13th  
Theme: Chancel Choir Cantata 
 

December 20th  
Theme: Christmas Fiction 

Bible: Isaiah 35: 1-10, Matthew 11:2-11      

Message: The Fiction of  Prosperity é The 

Life Giving One! 
 

December 24th  
Christmas Eve Services  
 

5:00 pm - His Kids Christmas Musical 

ñWhatôs My Gift?ò  
 

7:00 pm - Carols and Lessons 
 

11:00 pm - Communion 

Theme: Christmas Fiction 

Bible: Isaiah 7:10-16, Matthew 1:18-25  

Message: The Fiction of Expectations é 

The Unexpected One! 
 

December 27th  
Theme: Christmas 

Bible: Isaiah 65:17-25, Revelation 22:1-7 

Message: A New Heaven and Earth 

Have a Heart  
 

Have a Heart will NOT be 
meeting at church in 
December. We do want to 
share a note from a lady in 

South Elgin which reminded us again of the 
need for the pillows. 
 

"I am writing to express my sincere 
THANKS and gratitude for your kindness, 
generosity and support of women with 
breast cancer. I had a lumpectomy surgery 
yesterday at St. Alexius . . . . I was . . . 
presented with a gift of a nice, soft, heart-
shaped pillow that was handmade with love 
by you wonderful women! I really wanted to 
let you know how absolutely PERFECT this 
pillow was for me! . . . . I used it in the car 
ride home, under the seatbelt, and I slept 
with it at my side all night. . . . to ease the 
pain and soreness. . . . 
 

"I am sending a heartfelt THANKS to you 
all. You have touched the life of a total 
stranger, and I am very appreciative. . . . . 
 

"I read a quote today that is perfectly fitting: 
'The hands that help are holier than the lips 
that pray.'" 
 

If you are interested in joining the group, 
please come on Thursday, January 7, at  
9:00 am.  

T  his month our thoughts turn to 

winter and gifts and family time. During 

the month of October we looked at how 

to find happiness through simplicity and 

generosity. Take the opportunity to 

practice both this Christmas. Simplify 

your gift giving (remember, Jesus 

received just three gifts) and be generous 

with your giving to God. 

Bethlehem Marketplace 
Volunteers é  

Read This!  
 

B  ethlehem Marketplace is 
now just days away and we're 

hoping our whole church family will come 
out to enjoy the fun. For those of you who 
volunteered to help on December 5, please 
note that scheduled assignments will be 

sent to you via EMAIL this year. With 
rising mailing costs, this expense will be 
reduced significantly by utilizing email to 
communicate where and when you're 
assigned to work.  
 

Included this year will be a "Participant's 
Guide" with highlights you'll want to know 
to make the Marketplace the best it can be. 
Watch your inbox in the days after 
Thanksgiving for this important 
communication. Those who did not provide 
an email address will receive their letter via 
U.S. Mail, as in the past. If you do not 

receive notification by December 1, and 
you signed up during one of our recruiting 
efforts, please call Brian Huff (397-9642).  

Godðs Guys 
Laser Tag!  

 

All guys in grades 4 thru 8 

are invited! Join in the fun 

Friday, December 11, from 

6:40-9:00 pm at Laser 

Quest, 644 E. Rand Road 

in Arlington Heights (south 

of Palatine Road in the 

South Point Shopping 

Center). Invite your Dad or 

a friend or two é or three! 

Cost is $14 per player. 

Drop off and pick up are 

at Laser Quest. Sign up by 

contacting Paul Egan at 

pie53@sbcglobal.net or 

847-202-1860. Note to 

parents: if there are 

ñlogistical issuesò on the 

night of the event, call Paul 

at 847-513-2995. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

ALL WEEK LONG!! 
Deadline: NOON TUESDAY 
for the following Sunday 
 

THE LIGHT Deadline:  
NOON WEDNESDAY prior to 
Publish Date  
 

Article Deadline: 
December 16th 

Publish Date: 
December 22nd   
 

E-mail your news to 
Cindy Zagoudis at: 

czagoudis@comcast.net 

Our Teddy Bear Ministry Holiday Workshop   
is Tuesday, December 15, at 1:00 pm in the Adult 

Meeting Room at church.  
 

Come for LUNCH  and stay to stuff bears and  

enjoy dessert. Please RSVP to Jo Ann Jacobs at  

847-397-6112. 

  

Help us make the season bright for children in the 

hospital at Northwest Community. 

Stewardship Moment  
 

A s we complete this yearôs stewardship campaign of 
Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity remember 

that stewardship is a lifestyle and lifelong commitment. 

 

Stewards do four things: 
 

Â  Receive Godôs gifts gratefully 

Â  Nurture Godôs gifts responsibly 

Â  Share Godôs gifts justly and charitably 

Â  Return those gifts to God abundantly 

 

The definition of Happiness that follows relates to this yearôs campaign. 
 

The Definition of Happiness: 
 

What is your family definition of happiness? We all know that money canôt buy happiness. 

Wealthy people can be just as unhappy as poorer people. Our Christian faith tells us that 

happiness comes from being content with what we have and feeling like we are making a 

difference in the world. 
 

With layoffs, foreclosures, and economic downturns, our trust that God will provide can be 

challenged. Can we find happiness with less in a simpler life? Bringing the whole family 

together in difficult economic times to make decisions about what we NEED versus what we 

WANT can be a powerful stewardship and trust in God experience for the whole family. 
 

Working and praying together to make it through tough times can make families stronger in 

RELATIONSHIP and FAITH and can teach children that all that we have is a gift from God 

to be used wisely. We can put our children on the path to a happy and successful life by 

teaching them how to use and manage money so that it fills their needs and allows them to 

help others. Let them see you giving at worship service, to local charities, even to neighbors 

and friends. After all, children learn what they see, not what they hear.  
 

Do your children see you give? Isnôt it beautiful each week when we see the little children 

placing their offerings in the offering plate during the offertory? It gives us such a wonderful 

feeling to see these freely given offerings of innocence. Every parent wants to raise children 

who share and give generously. When our children someday meet God face to face we want 

to know that they will hear Jesus say to them the same words the master said to those who 

used their talents wisely, ñWell done, my good and faithful servant é Come, share your 

masterôs joy.ò (Matthew 25:21) 

 

Raising generous children today is a challenge in a society that constantly teaches children 

to want more and more things for themselves. We encourage you in teaching your children 

to be generous. After all, children learn what they see, not what they hear. 


